






















DEVELOPING THE CAPACITY TO -

Pray with Our Feet
and

Become Exegetes 
of Context and Culture









































 Lunch counters of restaurants where all had not 
been welcome (in the past);

 The dining room table in the parsonage of Dexter 
Avenue Baptist Church, in Montgomery, where we 
were told, the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference was formed;

 The kitchen table of the same parsonage where Dr. 
King searched his soul and felt God telling him to 
press on with his work;



 The tables at which the people at 16th Street 
Baptist Church served us lunch, tables placed 
adjacent to the site of the tragic bombing on 
September 15, 1963 that killed four young girls; 

 The tables around which members of our group 
gathered to share stories as victims of 
discrimination, of their courageous work in the 
Civil Rights movement (and other freedom and 
human rights movements), and their lament over a 
lack of awareness of what was going on at that 
time in America’s history.   



“Tables around which we laughed 
together and cried together –
celebrating how far we’ve come, 
yet realizing the pain inflicted 
upon those who made it possible 
for us to be able to sit at table 
together in light of those things 
that could yet still be in place to 
divide us.” (Dr. EileenGeunther)

















“If the church does not make 
itself relevant, it will not 
survive because its importance 
is not based simply upon 
tradition and history; but it is 
based upon its response to 
current crises.” (Bishop Reverdy
Ransom, AME Church)



“You might have much of the 
world’s riches, and might have a 
portion of authority, but if you 
have no Ubuntu, you do not 
amount to much.”  (Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu)













Louw goes on to state:

While this African proverb reveals a world 
view – a metaphysics – that we owe our self-
hood to others, that we are first and foremost 
social beings, that if you will, “no man is an 
island,” or 

as the African might state, “One finger 
cannot pick up a grain” – Ubuntu is at the same 
time, a deeply personal philosophy that calls us 
to mirror our humanity for each other.  (Louw)



DIFFERENCE AT HOME 

 Whites are the slowest growing segment of the U.S. population at .5%.  
Projections indicate that there will be a White minority in the U.S. by 2044. 

 There are at least 3.3 million Muslims in the U.S., and that number is likely 
to double by 2050. (Pew Research Center) 

 There are at least 55.3 million Hispanics in the U.S. (17.4% of the 
population), with a projected 120 million Hispanics in the U.S. by 2060. 

 Asians make up 5.8% of the U.S. population, and make up 36% of 
immigrants, overtaking Hispanics.  China is the fastest growing immigrant 
group in the U.S., passing Mexico.

 The 2nd fastest growing racial group in the U.S. is those claiming 2 or more 
races.  This group has grown to at least 6.6 million people; 3.1% of the 
population.

 41% of the world’s migrants live in the West (Christianity Today)  

(sources: U.S. Census Bureau, Pew Research Data, Christianity Today)



The result is that about 5 percent of 
religious congregations in the U.S. can 
fairly be considered 
multicultural/multiracial, with the 
majority of Christians engaging in 
what sociologists call homophily, or 
the desire to congregate with “birds of 
the same feather,” with their 
congregations reflecting ethnoracial
particularism.  (Emerson and Smith)





"…the church has yet to explore the 
implications of leadership for the life of 
the church and for the role of its 
ordained leaders.  The church 
desperately needs new wisdom that 
draws upon the richness of Christian 
teaching and tradition, and, at the same 
time, mines the best of contemporary 
research on leadership." (Lovett Weems, 
Jr.)



“Leadership is needed for Christian 
communities as for other human 
communities, but not necessarily 
leadership in a fixed hierarchical model. 
Churches are likely to grow toward 
partnership among their members when 
there is a dynamic leadership behavior 
among a variety of people and not just 
one leader.”  (Weems)



“In the last two decades five mainline 
denominations had a net loss of over 5.2 
million members, while the population 
of the country rose by over 47 million. 
The figures are even worse when one 
looks at people of color and people in 
poverty.”  (Weems)



TEMPLATE FOR DISCERNEMENT, 
EXPLORATION AND FORMATION

 PASTORAL IMPERATIVE (Call and 
Purpose)

 PASTORAL IMAGINATION (Vision)

 PASTORAL INNOVATION 
(Creativity and Improvisation)

 PASTORAL INTEGRATION 
(Synergy)



IMAGINATION

I understand imagination is no doubt a complex 
epistemological process, to be the capacity to 
entertain images of meaning and reality that are 
beyond the givens of observable experience.  That is, 
imagination is the hosting of the “otherwise” …
beyond the evident.  Without that we have nothing 
to say.   We must take risks and act daringly to 
push beyond what is known to that which is hoped 
for and trusted, but not yet in hand. (Walter 
Brueggemann, The Prophetic Imagination)



SEMINARY PANEL
Succinctly stated, seminarians observations are –

 The church must be led towards deeper, more intentional exploration 
and growth in the practice of spiritual disciplines as means towards 
deepening faith and creating community.  

 The church must engage in processes that encourage the ongoing 
development of competencies in the art of leadership that is sensitive 
to cultural inclusion and the changes that are incumbent in new 
millennial reality.

 The church must facilitate reflection/action relative to the burgeoning 
globality in our midst.

 The church must facilitate an ongoing understanding and deeper 
engagement with youth and young adult cultures, which typically 
understand and appropriate the merging of cultures on levels that are 
more profound than earlier generations.

 The church must facilitate constructive engagement and theological 
discourse across cultures and theological/faith perspectives.

 The church must continue to developing Strong Partnerships and 
Collaboration (with students, local churches and judicatories)  




